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FROM: Winston J. Powe, P.E. / ~—
State Construction Engineer

RE: Handicap/Disability Pavement Markings

There have been recent discussions between the Construction, Design, and Maintenance Bureaus over
the use of the color blue for parking spaces and symbol background for handicap/disability pavement
markings. The purpose of this CIM is to clarify the requirements of the Department and MUTCD.

It is common to see blue used for the lines of parking spaces and symbol background in parking areas of
private businesses. In addition, the Department has on occasion either required a blue background as a
preference or has referenced the use of a blue background in project notes. The Department has also
striped parking spaces at welcome centers and rest areas with blue lines.

Page 387 of the 2009 MUTCD (partial page shown below) mentions blue lines and background, but only
in the context of being supplementary or optional. Special Drawing Index No. 1049 (partial sheet shown
below) does not require a background at all, but simply states under General Note #4 that “...all legends
and markings shall be white in color unless otherwise noted on detail.”

Based on this guidance and in order to provide consistency for the traveling public, the use of the color
blue for lines of parking spaces, symbols, and background for handicap/disability pavement markings
shall be discontinued immediately on all projects and at all ALDOT facilities.

WJP/JLB/jlb

Attachments

pc:  Mr. George Conner, PE Mr. Don Arkle, PE Mr. William Adams, PE
Mr. Steve Walker, PE Mr. Stacey Glass, PE Mr. Scott George, PE
Mr. Ed Phillips, PE Mr. Clay McBrien, PE FHWA
ARBA AAPA ALBCA

ACIA ACEA CIM File



CIM 1 - 2019
May 21, 2019

Page 2

2000 Edinon

Opoon:

Paze 387

Bhs= linss may supplement white parking space markings of each parkine space desienated for wse only by

persons with disahilisies.
Support

4 Additiomal parking space markings for the
parpose of designating spaces for use omly by
persoms with disabilities are dizcussed in Secton
38.20 and illnzmrated i Figure 3B-22. The desizn
and lavout of accessible parking spaces for persoms
with disabilities s provided in the “Americans
with Dizabilices Act Accessibility Gusdelings
(ADAAGY (see Section 1A 1T

Section 3B.20 Pavement Word, Symbol,
oy AIarki T

Suppors

el Wird, symbol, and arrowr mariings on the

parvement are used for the porpose of guidine,
waring, of regulacng maffie. These pavement
markings can be helpful 10 road wsers in some
locations by supplemmeniing signs and providing
additionzl emphasis for important regulatory,
warrung, or giidance messazes, because the
markings do neot require diversion of the road
user’s attention froon the readway surface. Svinbel
messages are preferable to word messagzes.

s of standard word and arvow pavensens
markings are shomm in Figures 3B-23 and 3B-24.

Figure 3B-22. International Symbaol of
Accessibility Parking Space Marking
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| Hegit of symbel:
| Miinirmurmn = 26 inches
| Bpecial = 41 inches

Width of symbct:
— ~——  Rkiinimum = 24 inches
Special = 36 inches
% Strolos widith:
Mingnurn = 3 inches
Special = 4 inches

Mote- Biue background and _
white border are apticnal
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1. ALL LECENDS AKRD Mafis [NGS SHaLL CONFORM TO THE wUTCD.

¢« THE AREA SHOWN FOUR MARKINGS AND LEGERLS ARE AFPREXIMATE
ANI ARE ®ROVICED FOR ESTIMATING AMD PAYMENT PURPCSES.

3, THE FI®ST TURK LasE LEGEND SHALL BE LCCATED ADJACENT TO THE
BEGIANING CF THE SPEED CHANMCE LANE LIKE.

‘ 4. ALL LEGEMDS AKD MASY[NGS SHALL BE WHITE I% COLOR UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED CN CETALL.

§. ALL LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET AnD NUMERALS SHALL BE CLASSIFLED
A5 LEGENDS. aLL OTHERS SHaLL BE CLASSIFIED AS M&RKINGS. UMLESS OTHER®I[SE NOTED AS
“SPECIALTY TRAFFIC COMTROL MmaR€INGS".
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